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PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will be found in 
a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and among these publi- 
cations attention is especially drawn to those referred to in the 
following notice. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom forthe month of February, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, 8.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Cuuntries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 1}d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. ‘The “ Annual Statement” for 1899 
will shortly be published. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


For a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series, issued by the Foreign Office, and the Reports issued 
by the Colonial Office, see pp. 563 and 564. 
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RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Canada-Australia.—Further Correspondence relating to the Pro- 
posed Construction of a Cable across the Pacific Ocean. (Cd. 46.) 
Price 105d. 

This Return, which is issued in continuation of C. 9.283 of May, 
1899, contains correspondence which passed between the Colonial 
Office and various Colonial officials and telegraph companies as to 
the construction of a direct submarine cable between Canada and 
Australia. The correspondence embraces the period from June 
to November last, and terminates with the appointment of a 
committee “to further examine and elaborate the scheme for 
Jaying a telegraph cable between British North America and the 
Colonies of Australia, which was submitted by the Pacific Cable 
Committee which reported in 1896.” ‘The conclusions arrived at 
by the Committee on these points will be laid before the several 
Governments concerned, who will then decide what further steps 
should be taken, it being understood that all questions as to the 
mode of raising the capital necessary for the undertaking are 
_reserved for the Imperial Government alone. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
QUEENSLAND. 


The Agent-General for Queensland states that enquiries are 
Agricultural frequently received by the Queensland Depart- 
‘ ment of Agriculture from farmers and others, for 
Machinery. the names of the leading agricultural implement 
and machinery makers in Great Britain and also for the prices of 
various kinds of machinery such as rice milling, &c. The Depart- 
ment also desires to be kept informed of any new machinery placed 
on the market. Communications should be addressed to the Agent- 
General for Queensland, 1, Victoria Street, S.W. 


The Board of Trade have received a notification to the effect that 

the following material has been received for 
Seen disposal by the Agent-General for Queensland, 
and will be sold by public auction at a date to 
be fixed, due notice of which will be given :— 
73 wired hose-pipes with couplings, 95 vulcanite 


Government 
Material for Sale 
in London. 


brushes for piston glands, 108 rubber brushes for piston glands, 
20 rubber rings for cylinder cover joints, 23 rubber diaphragms, 
42 rubber washers for hose couplings, 30 rubber hoses—} in., 
and 29 14 in. stuffing-boxes for new pattern piston gland brushes. 


qr 
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This material is new, never having been taken out of store. 

The following is second-hand material :—46 ejectors, 39 steam 
cocks for same, 43 drip cups, 110 cylinders 18 ins. in diameter, 
15 guards valves, 27 vacuum gauges, 112 india-rubber hose 
couplings, 129 hose couplings clips, 29 hose pipes for between 
engine and tender, with couplings, 20 Dummt clips. 

‘The material is now lying at the warehouse in the London Dock, 
and can be seen on presentation of an order from the Agent- 
General for Queensland. 


CANADA. 
The following were among the recent enquiries relating to 
Enquiries Canadian trade received at the Canadian 


Government Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., 
where further information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries.— Another enquiry has been received respecting 

the quantity of native carbonate of barium available for export 
from Canada. 
A firm of paper agents and merchants desire to open up business 
connections in Canada for the sale of the product of their paper and 
pulp-board mills, and will be glad to hear of a house through whose 
intermediary they could find a market. 

Enquiry is made for the names of Canadian firms exporting 
wood-pulp and paper. 

A firm in the Midlands wishes to enter into communication with 
one or two good Canadian houses who desire representation here, 
for the sale in the United Kingdom and Europe generally of 
Canadian productions. They are acquainted with foreign trade 
and could develop a large business in suitable goods, 

A financial agent interested in the wood-pulp industry desires 
to hear of properties favorably situated on the Atlantic coast 
which could be utilised. 

The manufacturers of rubber parts used in the manufacture of 
pneumatic tyres, viz.. outer covers and inner tubes, and other 
various cycle rubber goods, are desirous of opening up a trade with 
Canada, and are looking out for reliable firms in the Dominion 
who would do a factoring business with them. 


Canadian Enquiries—An enquiry comes from Canada for the 
prices usually ruling for dried apples ; it is also asked whether a 
market exists in London for the culls of the evaporating plant 
called “ seconds,” and the dried cores. 

A firm in Nova Scotia enquire if there is any sale in London for 


dry cod-fish. If so they desire particulars as to price, the kind of 
fish used, &c. 


relating to Trade. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


A Canadian firm packing canned pork and beans, fruit and 
vegetables and able to supply large quantities, desires to hear of a 
reliable firm who could represent them in the United Kingdom. 

Persons in Canada who are prepared to manufacture fish guano 
for export desire to obtain the names of firms who handle the 
article. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Section of the Imperial Institute, from the Curator of 
which Section further particulars may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries—A manufacturer of india-rubber pneumatic 
tyres and rubber cycle accessories asks to be placed in communica- 
tion with Canadian importers of these goods. 

A Scotch firm would like to hear from Canadian manufacturers 
of office desks, with designs and quotations. 

An importing house in South Wales, about to take up Canadian 
furniture, invites communications from Canadian shippers, ac- 
companied by catalogues and prices. 

A London firm of contractors desires quotations on specification 
of deal or spruce building timber cut to lengths for joinery work. 


Canadian Enquiries—An Ontario manufacturer of box shooks 
asks for names of British importers. 

A Canadian manufacturer of plumbers’ brass and nickel goods, 
globe valves, &c., asks as to possibility of trade openings in the 
United Kingdom. 

A Canadian firm seeks agencies in elastics, braids, shoe laces, 
and small ware generally, and is prepared to give references to 
United Kingdom houses. 

A Canadian manufacturer of bath rims, closet seats, &c., asks 
to be placed in communication with British importers. 


BRITISH PROTECTORATE ON THE SOMALI COAST. 


H.M. Consul-General in the British Protectorate on the Somali 
British Coast says, in his report on the trade of the 
‘ Somali Coast for 1898-99, that at Zaila there is 

Piece-goods. an increase in American grey shirting of 
3,783,890 yards in quantity and of 4,12,782 rupees in value. The 
Berbera returns show a decrease of 48,884 yards in quantity and 
of 55,777 rupees in value; whilst there is an increase at Bulhar 
of 310,920 yards in quantity and of 24,036 rupees in value. 

Since 1896-97 the total imports of this commodity have 
increased from 8,741,273 yards, valued at 16,64,983 rupees, to 
14,057,980 yards, of a value of 20,42,465 rupees. 

The Consul-General continues as follows:—‘It may be well 
asked why does all this business go to America, and why do not 
British manufacturers compete? The trade is worth now 
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136,0001., and if we keep the Harrar trade it will increase, as the 
resources of the Protectorate, and especially of Abyssinia, are 
developed. American grey shirting is the ordinary dress of the 
native in this part of Africa, when not attired in his holiday 
garments in the towns, and here it easily holds the field. The 
quantity imported is 15 times that of European white longcloth. 
There is the whole of the Protectorate and tracts to the east of it, 
the Ogaden and the country to the south, the southern portions 
of Abyssinia, and the Galla country, all to be supplied with this 
commodity, now an ordinary requirement of life. Would it not 
be worth while to compete for this trade? ‘The Americans have 
managed to hit off exactly the requirements of the people; surely 
British manufacturers could do the same and open up an industry 
which will have a large future before it. What is wanted is a 
strong durable piece suited for rough wear, which will compete in 
price and quality with the American article. The size in vogue 
is 380 yards long by 1 yard in width, which fetches from 4 rs. 4a. 
to 4. rs. 12 a. the piece.” 

On this point the British Vice-Consul at Berbera, remarks: ‘“ As 
regards cotton goods, there is no reason why the European 
longcloth should not supplant the American grey shirting which 
is at present imported in enormous quantities. There is very 
little to choose between the two as regards quality, the European 
being if anything the more popular on account of its whiteness 
and durability. It is a trifle dearer in price, and there is little 
doubt that if it were pushed a little more and could be put on 
the market at the same price as its American rival, it would very 
soon gain the ascendancy.” 


With reference to the export trade in skins, the Consul-General 
says: “ Skins, both of sheep and goats, in good 
Skins for Export. condition fetch 1 r. 4a.each. Here, again, I 
would invite the attention of my countrymen to 
an opening for commercial enterprise. Excluding hides, the exports 
in which are small, we have a trade valued during the year at 
159,0001., and of an average value for the last three years of 
124,800/., mainly in the hands of foreigners and almost exclusively 
going to America. Enquiring why skins were not taken by the 
United Kingdom, I was told British merchants would not pay the 
price. However this may be, it would seem that if it pays 
American merchants to take all the skins the question is at least 
worth consideration whether these skins could not be profitably 
imported by British dealers. 
“Skins are taken up on the coast as soon as they arrive, and 
the demand would seem to be only limited by the supply.” 
The British Vice-Consul at Berbera on this point, says: ‘“ The 
trade in hides and skins seems particularly capable of development. 
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The employment of pressing machines at Berbera would obviate 
the necessity of sending skins to Aden, and it would be worth 
while for vessels to call at Berbera and make direct shipments to 
the European markets, whereby much labour and expense would 
be saved.”—(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,384). 


RUSSIA. 


The “Journal of Commerce” (New York), of 15th February, states 
that another Russo-Belgian company has been 


oe formed in Brussels, with a capital of 1,000,000 
emery. dols. to be known as “La Société Miniére de 


Nikolaieoka,” to acquire and develop deposits of manganese ore at 
Nikolaieoka, in the Ekaterinoslay Government of Russia. A very 
large share of the capital is to be invested in modern machinery 
and appliances. 


It is reported in the New York “Journal of Commerce,” of 16th 

February, that there may be an opportunity for 

Iron Piping. foreign pipe mills to furnish the 40 miles of 

pipe which will be required by the Stadtholder 

of St. Petersburg in the creation of a supply of water from 

Lake Ladoga for that city. ‘The above length of piping is to be 

laid along the Neva River. It is also stated that bids for the 
pipe will soon be required. 


SERVIA. 
H.M. Consul at Belgrade, in a recent report to the Foreign Office, 
| states that considerable business is done in 


. Servia in tin and iron plates, and transmits the 
Sheet-iron. following memorandum by an_ experienced 
Belgrade agent as appearing to be worthy of attention :— 

“Galvanised sheet-iron is mostly imported from Austria- 
Hungary, but it is certain that British manufacturers could com- 
pete successfully in the article both with respect to price and 
quality. Belgrade merchants do not care to buy from England 
owing to the difficulties caused by the use of English weights and 
measures. English manufacturers, moreover, cannot be induced 
to carry out their customers’ instructions on the subject of 
packing, weights, marks, &c., on all of which points the Austrian 
trade is prepared to meet their wishes. 

‘Consignments of sheet-iron were ordered some time aro from 
England, with instructions that the weight of each bur dl» should 
not exceed 50 kilos., but which were nevertheless despatched in 
bundles varying from 49 to 54 kilos., without marks, and with a 
varying number of sheets to the bundle. 
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“Such an experience makes it very difficult to obtain a second 
order. The proviso that each bundle of sheet-iron should weigh 
exactly 50 kilogs. is due to trade custom, according to which the 
sheets are sold in Servia per bundle, and not by weight, so that 
even if the bundle weighs more it can only be sold as 5U kilogs. : 

“The following instructions are to be carefully observed in 
selling sheet-iron :— 

(1) Each bundle must be marked. 

(2) The number of sheets in each bundle (18, 20, 22, 24, 
&c.) must be marked. 

(3) The sheets must be rolled to such thickness that no 
bundle shall contain more or less than 50 kilos. 

(4) Attention should be paid to good packing. 

““(5) If possible, invoice in francs, and especially in kilo- 
grammes.” Office, Annual Series, 2383. 


GREECE. 


In a report to the Foreign Office (Annual Series, 2385), H.M. 

Openings for Consul “for the province of Thessaly writes as 

British Traders follows:—“In my report for 1898 I ventured 

on the conjecture that many British firms 
would be willing to employ bona fide British 
agents and traders established abroad, if they could discrimininate 
between such desirable individuals and their numerous riv als. At 
present it would be difficult to do so, as mere Eng!ish-sounding 
names often go for little, what is required being men of British 
training, acquainted with up-to-date methods of transacting 
business, who mainly confine their dealings to commodities of 
British origin. In order to facilitate selection, I suggested that 
should some influential mercantile corporation collect the necessary 
information, and publish a list of approved persons at present 
carrying on: business within a wide area of the Orient, there could 
be but little doubt that solid benefit would accrue to both our 
manufacturers at home and our traders abroad. Such a step 

might also prove instructive, as demonstrating how comparatively 
few names could possibly be included in such a category, even in 
important districts which still annually import British commo- 
dities amounting to a very considerable figure. Of course, in 
carrying out any such scheme, difficulties would be encountered 
and objections raised, but these would probably not prove in- 
superable. 

“T feel so firmly convinced of the substantial benefit that would 
speedily accrue through the employment of genuine Englishmen 
as trading agents in certain districts, who as such would command 
the confidence of the native population, that I now venture to 
further suggest that it might not prove difficult for two or three 


in Thessaly. 
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firms with non-conflicting interests, established in some of our 
great business centres, and dealing in articles of a widely different 
character, to come to an understanding with each other in order to 
despatch, at joint expense, a salaried representative as their resi- 
dential agent in any selected district. At the worst, such an 
experiment could annually hardly cost each firm concerned more 
than the ordinary salary of a clerk, while, were the locality first 
chosen found not to be sufficiently remunerative after a reasonably 
lengthy trial, the agent could move on to a neighbouring district, 
still keeping in touch with the first through personally selected 
sub-agents. In this way trade could be worked up throughout a 
large area in the course of a few years, at comparatively little cost 
to the interested parties, who would have the benefit of a 
thoroughly competent and trustworthy opinion as to local require- 
ments, &c. The language question need not necessarily prove a 
very serious obstacle in the choice of such a representative, as any 
otherwise capable business man should find it easy to quickly pick 
up a colloquial knowledge of most languages, and interpreters are 
in many places neither scarce nor expensive. A knowledge of 
French would, however, prove exceedingly useful in several 
localities.” 


JAPAN. 
The New York “Journal of Commerce” says that the Sobu Railway 
Railway Company, of Japan, has increased its capital to 


‘ 1,200,000 yen for the purpose of duplicating its 

Material. line between Honji and Iakura 32} miles, 
gauge 3 feet 6 inches. The office of the chief engineer, who will 
have charge of placing all orders for the improvement, is at Tokio, 
Japan. 
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THE STATE OF FOREIGN TRADE IN FEBRUARY, 1900.* 


I—General Statement. 

The trade returns for February, 1900, show an increase as com- 
pared with the corresponding period of 1899 in the Imports from 
foreign countries and British possessions, and in the Exports of 
British and Irish produce and manufactures, but a decrease in the 
Exports of foreign and Colonial merchandise. 

The Imports for February, 1900, were valued at 37,604,8081., 
as compared with 35,539,109/. in February, 1899, an increase of 
2,065,699/., or 5:8 per cent., and the Exports amounted in value to 
28,795,1741., as against 25,260,516/. in February, 1899—an increase 
of 3,534,658/., of which British and Irish produce and manu- 
factures alone were valued at 23,219,849/. in February, 1900, and 
19,382,4061. in February, 1899—an increase of 3,837,4431., or 19°38 
per cent. The value of foreign and Colonial merchandise exported 


in February, 1900, shows a decrease as compared with February, 
1899, of 302,785/., or 5:1 per cent. 


II.—Imports. 
The following table shows the value of the Imports for 


February, 1900, as compared with lebruary, 1899, according 
to the different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended Feb. 28. 
Increase. | Decrease. 


1899. | 1900. 
| £ £ & £ 
Food, drink, and tobacco ... 14,701,013 |14,070,062 630,951 
Metals... 1,982,379 | 2,122,573 | 140,194 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning 
substances ... ove 744,967 546,629 198,338 
Olis 739,383 602,070 137,313 


Raw materials for manufactures ...| 9,154,588 [11,367,316 | 2,212,728 | — 
Manufactured and miscellaneous 
articles 8,216,779 | 8,896,158 | 679,309, — 


Total ... ... £135,589,109 {37,604,808 | 2,065,699 


Articles of Food and Drink—There is a net decrease in the 
value of corn imported of 1,477,1541. Wheat alone has decreased 
by 1,315,100 cwts. in quantity and 491,626/.in value; wheat meal 
and flour by 969,554 cwts. in quantity and 468,497/. in value, 
and karley by 846,990 ewts. in quantity, and 234,036. in value, 
Maize or Indian corn also shows a decrease in quantity and value 
of 1,221,940 ewts. and 286,946/. respectively. Decreases have also 
taken place in hams, margarine, fresh fish, hops, lard, poultry and 
game, raisins, and wines. The most important increases are as 
follows, viz.:— Beef, 80,911 ewts. in quantity, and 151,463/. in value ; 
butter, 21,155 cwts. and 129,686/.; cheese, 39,832 cwts. and 


* See also pp. 553-554. 
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123,060/.; eggs, 144,180 great hundreds and 68,8471. ; fish, cured 
or salted, 34,861 cwts. and 86,095/.; sugar of all kinds 80,062 
ewts. in quantity and 75,510/. in value; tea, 3,437,243 lbs. in 
quantity and 141,831/. in value; and cocoa, 827,069 lbs. in 
quantity and 30,230/. in value. Tobacco of all kinds shows a 
decrease in value of 55,4461. 


Metals.—The imports of copper of all kinds show an increase of 
15,562 tons in quantity and 254,347/. in value. Iron ore has 
decreased in quantity by 16,950 tons, but increased in value by 
45,4171. Pig and puddled iron, unwrought steel, lead, pig and 
sheet, and quicksilver all show decreases in both quantity and 
value, the last named to the extent of 1,457,660 Ibs. and 155,8611. 
Tin has decreased 2,699 cwts. in quantity, but increased 35,3161. 
in value. 


Raw Materials for Textile Manufactures. — The imports of 
raw cotton show a decrease of 367,602 cwts. in quantity, but an 
increase of 272,058/. in value. Flax also shows a slight decrease 
as regards quantity (210 tons), but an increase in value of 30,904. 
Sheep or lamb’s wool shows the large increase of 21,899,806 lbs. in 
quantity and 1,372,192J. in value, the imports in February, 1900, 
from Australasia alone having more than doubled in value as 
compared with February, 1899. The value of the imports of 
South American wool is also nearly twice as much, while the 
value of wool from British South Africa has, from obvious causes, 
decreased from 821,082/. in February, 1899, to 74,205/. in 
February, 1900. The imports of goats’ wool (mohair) show a 
decrease, as do also those of jute and raw silk. 

Raw Materials for Sundry Industries and Manufactures.——The 
most important increases in this category are found in the imports 
of goat and sheep’s skins (undressed), which have increased 3,017,073 
in number, and 315,598/. in value. Caoutchouc shows an increase 
of 241,818/., stones (slabs and marble) of 70,5311., and wood and 
timber a net increase of 135,206/. The most noticeable falling-off 
in this category is in manures which have decreased 9,681 tons 
in quantity, and 60,5171. in value. 


Manufactured Articles—TIron and steel manufactures, with the 
exception of sewing machines and parts thereof, show increases 
all round. Cotton manufactures of all sorts increased in value by 
70,6951., china and earthenware by 69,4791., electrical goods and 
apparatus by 60,7801., fancy goods by 73,0841, hardware by 
62,8281., jute manufactures by 70,799/., painters’ colours and 
pigments by 123,536/., paper by 62,522/., manufactures of wood 
by 152,697/., woollen yarn by 68,401/.,.and manufactures of wool 
by 74,3051. Decreases are found in leather gloves, musical 


instruments, straw plaiting, silk manufactures, and zinc manu- 
factures. 
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The following table shows the value of the exports of British and 
Irish produce and manufactures for the month ended 28th February, 
1900, as compared with a like period of 1899, and the increase or 
decrease in each principal category :— 


Month ended Feb. 28 
a Increase. | Decrease. 
1899, 1900. 
& £ £ | £ 
Animals, living ove 69,291 66,828 | 2,463 
Articles of food and drink ... «| 769,514 867,433 97,919 — 
Raw materials... ... 1,890,836 | 2,963,288 | 1,072,402 
Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 


Yarns and textile fabrics «| 8,066,213 | 8,777,143 710,930 | a 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 
chinery and ships) ... «| 2,587,965 | 3,856,669 | 1,268,704 | 
Machinery and millwork --.| 1,373,601 | 1,442,188 68,587 
Ships, new (not registered as 
British) bs 205,032 556,129 351,097 
Miscellaneous ... 4,419,954 | 4,690,221 270,267 


Total £'19,382,406 |23,219,849 3,837,443 


Articles of Food and Drink.—The exports of herrings have in- 
creased by 19,967 barrels in quantity and 82,464/. in value; 
aérated waters 67,947 dozen bottles in quantity, and 12,4141. 
in value; spirits 25,620 proof gallons in quantity and 10,656/. in 
value, the decreases being in beer, confectionery, salt and sugar. 

Raw Materials.-The exports of coal, coke, and fuel have 
increased 136,816 tons in quantity, and 1,051,182/. in value; 
and sheep and lambs’ wool, 310,200 lbs. and 17,3321. 

Articles Manufactured and Partly Manufactured—The exports 
of cotton yarn show a decrease in quantity of 3,799,200 lbs., but 
an increase in value of 16,936/. Cotton piece-goods have increased 
5,117,800 yards in quantity and 350,332. in value, larger ship- 
ments of these goods having been made to Belgium, Dutch East 
Indies, China, Japan, Straits Settlements, and Australasia. Jute 
yarn and piece-goods show a decrease, but increases in both 
quantity and value are found under the headings of linen and 
worsted yarn and woollen and worsted tissues. 


Metals——There is a large increase in the exports of iron, 
unwrought and wrought, amounting to 49,317 tons in quantity 
and 789,371/. in value. ‘Telegraphic wires and apparatus have 
increased in value 443,3921. 


Machinery.—'The exports of steam engines and other descriptions 
of machinery in February, 1900, were valued at 68,587/. more 
than in February, 1899. 


The State of Foreign Trade in February, 1900. | 
of Home Produce. 
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IV.—Trade of the First Two Months of 1900. 

Imports—The value of the imports from foreign countries and 
British possessions during the two months ended 28th February, 
1900, was 82,160,7221., as against 76,755,715. for the correspond- 
ing period of 1899. Comparing the two periods, animals, living 
(for food), have increased 242,260l.; articles of food and drink 
(dutiable), 800,583/.; metals, 857,186/.; oils, 252,2971.; raw 
materials for textile manufactures, 241,279/.; raw materials for 
sundry industries and manufactures, 1,697,691/.; manufactured 
articles, 1,744,962/.; and miscellaneous articles, 283,3691. The 
only categories showing decreases are articles of food and drink 
(duty free), 514,290/.; tobacco (dutiable), 61,106/.; chemicals, 
dye stuffs, and tanning substances, 122,907/.; and parcels post, 
16,3171. 


Exports.— All categories of exports of British and Irish produce 
and manufactures show increases in the two months of 1900, as 
compared with the two months of 1899, except animals, living, 
and apparel and articles of personal use, which have decreased 
7,2681. and 38,393/. respectively. Articles of food and drink have 
increased 230,013/., the remaining categories showing increases 
as follows, viz.:—Raw materials 1,836,231/., yarns and textile 
fabrics 1,730,242/. metals and articles manufactured therefrom 
(except machinery and ships) 2,256,758/. machinery and mill- 
works 181,711/., ships new (not registered as British) 129,3531., 
chemicals and chemical and medicinal preparations 217,5891. 
All other articles either manufactured or partly manufactured 
471,7061., and parcels post 65,9491. 

The exports of foreign and Colonial merchandise for the two 
months ended February, 1900, were valued at 11,057,790/., as 
against 10,995,370/. in a similar period of 1899. 


V.—Shipping. 

The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions with cargoes during 
the month of February, 1900, amounted to 2,336,634 tons, and 
the tonnage cleared to 3,098,619 tons, as against 2,401,135 tons 
entered and 3,134,289 tons cleared in February, 1899. With 
regard to the coasting trade, the tonnage entered during February, 
1900, amounted to 2,311,161 tons, and the tonnage cleared to 
2,287,687 tons, as against 2,404,819 tons entered, and 2,377,608 
tons cleared in February, 1899. 
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The Board of Trade have issued the first number of 
“Monthly Accounts of Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions,” a return which will in future 
be issued periodically. The particulars given refer necessarily to 
those countries only which publish monthly statements of trade, 
but it may be stated that most of the countries whose trade 
principally affects the United Kingdom are included in this 
category. 

The present number contains returns for the following coun- 
tries:—France, Germany, Holland, Belgium, Spain, Italy, Austria- 
Hungary and the United States ; together with British India and 
the Dominion of Canada. 

Mr. A. E. Bateman, Comptroller-General of the Commercial, 
Statistical and Labour Department of the Board of Trade, states, 
in an introductory note, that, where it has been found possible, 
the quantities and also the values of the monthly imports and 
exports into and from each country have been given; but where 
quantities and values cannot both be given, as in the case of 
Holland for instance, quantities only have been stated. 

Comparative figures for the years 1897, 1898, and 1899 are in 
each case given. *'The figures for the two former years may in each 
case be taken to be definitive, whilst those for the year 1899 are 
provisional only and subject to rectification, being in many instances 
based on the 1898 prices. Such prices are usually arrived at by 
Commissions appointed annually to fix the values of merchandise 
for the current year; as these Commissions had not reported 
at the time when the monthly data were collected on which the 
returns are based, the values necessarily are fixed on the prices of 
the preceding year. The system is thus different to that in force 
in the United Kingdom, wheve the values are based on the declara- 
tions made by the merchants. The countries which adopt the 
system of values annually revised by a Commission appointed 
wd hoc (in contradistinction to the system of declared values in 
force in this country and in the United States) are France, Germany, 
Austria-Hungary and Belgium. 

The statements given in the present return are of three kinds, 
viz.:—(1) abstract tables giving the total values of imports and 
exports in each year; (2) summary statements giving imports 
and exports by categories and showing the value of raw materials, 
food products, and manufactured articles imported and exported 
(certain countries such as Germany, Holland, and Belgium, do not 
issue their monthly statements in this form, and for these countries 
consequently the information under the different categories 
mentioned is not available) ; and (3) detailed statements showing 
as far as possible the quantities and values of all the chief articles 
of import and export. These detailed statements are given in 


i 
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extenso as far as the space available permits. It is obviously 
impossible, however, to include the lesser articles of import and 
export, but the original foreign statements can always be consulted 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, at 
50, Parliament Street. 

The returns for each country given in the first number relate to 
the twelve months ended 31st December, 1897, 1898, and 1899, in 
all cases where it has been found possible to give the information, 
but where the particulars are not availabie for the complete twelve- 
monthly period, the returns for the first eleven months (or other 
less period) have been taken and will ke continued in future issues. 
The returns in the summary statements have been transposed into 
English currency. In the detailed statements by articles, the 
original weights, measures, and moneys have been adhered to, care 
being taken to give the rates for conversion, if desired, into the 
English equivalents. 


«4 
a 
a 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 
BRITISH INDIA. 


A question having been raised as to whether “almonds without 
shell” on importation into British India should 
Tariff Decision. be assessed for Customs duty ad valorem instead 
of at a Tariff valuation, or whether the present 
Tariff valuation should apply to these articles only when imported 
in bulk, and not when packed in small tins and imported as oilman’s 
stores, it has been decided by the Indian Government that the 
Tariff valuation, which is at a fixed rate per cwt., need only be 
applied to almonds imported in bulk. When almonds are im- 
ported in a retail way, in tins, boxes, or bottles, fhe Collector may 
assess them ad valorem. 


ST. CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS. 


Copies have been received at the Board of ‘Trade, through the 

Colonial Office, of three Ordinanees passed by 

Ordinances, the Legislative Council of St. Christopher and 

Nevis (Ordinances Nos. 9,10 and 11 of 1899, 

respectively), providing that the following Ordinances shall be 

continued in force in the Colony, until the 3lst day of December, 
1900 :— 

1. “The Rum Duty Ordinance, 1896,” imposing an additional 
duty of 20 per cent. on the duty of 3s. per proof gallon, leviable 
upon rum manufactured in the Presidency. 

2. * The Additional Customs Tarif? Ordinance, 1896,” imposing 
additional import duties of 1s. 6d. per barrel on wheat flour, of 
20 per cent. of the present duties on alcoholic liquors, and of 10 
per cent. of the present duties on all other dutiable articles. 

3. “ The Export Duty Ordinance, 1898,” imposing the following 
export duties on sugar and rum :— 


Sugar—— s. d 
Per hogshead, not above 42 inches truss... 4 8 
» tierce 30 3.2 

In other packages ... in .. ton 4 8 
Rum ... .. 100 gallons 3 6 


MONTSERRAT. 

The Board of Trade have also received from the same source a 
copy of an Ordinance (No. 12 of 1899), con- 
Ordinance. tinuing in force in the Colony of Montserrat, 
until the 31st December next, the ‘“ Revenue- 
in-Aid Ordinance, 1896,” which imposed an additional duty of 
334 per cent. on all import duties, and on the excise duty of 

3s. per gallon on rum, 


Ge 
to 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade of an Ordinance 
Export Duties for raising funds for immigration purposes 
during 1900 for during the year 1900, which passed the Legis- 

Immigration lative Council of Trinidad on the 28th Decem- 

ber last. ‘The following duties are to be levied 

Purposes. upon the export of the articles specified, pro- 

duced or manufactured in tke Colony, the rates, as will be seen, 
showing an increase upon those leviable during 1899 :— 


Duty leviabie Duty leviable 

Articles. in 1899, in 1900. 

& d 2s. ad. 

Rum ow 200 galls. ... 0 4 4 
Cocoa * 100 lbs. 0 0 6 00 92 
Coffee 0 0 6 | 009 
Molasses ... 1 6 0 2 6 
Cocoanuts... 0 0 6 


* In the case of smaller quantities, duty will be charged in proportion. 

The above-mentioned duties are payable by the shipper of the 
goods at the time of shipment; and the weight or quantity of 
every shipment of sugar, molasses, rum, cocoa, or coffee exported 
must be declared by the shipper, any false declaration being 
punishable by a fine not exceeding 20/. The shipper must also 
deliver, at the time of shipment, an account of the articles exported 
in such form as the Governor of the Colony may from time to 
time direct. Failure to deliver this account, or non-payment of 
the duties within 24 hours after the departure of the vessel, or 
within such further time not exceeding four days as the Collector of 
Customs may permit, is punishable by a fine of 100/., in addition 
to the amount of the duties leviable on the exported goods. 


Flul. 


Copies have been received at the Board of Trade of various 
Customs Rulings. issues of the “Fiji Royal Gazette” which 

appeared from time to time during last year, 
containing the following Rulings by the Commissioners of 
Customs cf t1e Colony :— 

1. Packages in which goods are ordinarily contained, excepting 
such packages as are specified in the list of articles exempted from 
duty, are liable to a general duty at the rate of 125 per cent. on 
the invoiced cost thereof. 

2. Malted milk is classified as ‘condensed milk,” dutiable at 
the rate of 1d. per lb. 
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and con- 


Telephones are classified as ‘Electrical Machinery,’ 
exempted from duty. 

4, The duty on bowes not made-up is to be leviable at the rate of 
2d. per inch of length. 

5. Circulur saws for saw-mill machinery, and gauge brushes for 
electrical machinery, are added to the list of articles exempted 
from duty. 

6. Empty tins for exporting fruit are classified as “'Tin-ware,’ 
dutiable at the rate of 124 per cent. ad valorem. 


FRANCE. 


The French “Journal Officiel,” for the 25th ult., publishes the 

Tariff text of a Law, dated the 24th ult., modifying 

. s the General Customs Tariff of France with 

Modifications. regard to the import duties on certain ‘“ colonial 
produce.” The following is a translation of the Law :— 


Article 1.—Table A annexed to the Law « the 11th January, 
1892, is modified as follows :— 


New Rates of Duty, under the 


Tariff | Law of'the 24th February, 1900. 


Article. | 
General | Minimum 
| Tariff. Tariff. 
96 | Coffee— | Fre. Cts, Frs. Cts. 
In the bean ... 100 kilogs. | 300 00 156 Ou 
Roasted or ground ... | 400 00 
98 | Chocolate— 
Containing more than 55 °/, 
of cocoa... 300 00 150 00 
Containing 55 °/, or less of 
cocoa = 200 00 102 25 
99 | Pepper ... ise 400 00 208 00 
100 | Pimento... 400 208 00 
101 Amomums and ‘cardamums Pe ms 400 00 208 00 
102. | Cinnamon 409 00 208 00 
103 | Cassia Lignea ... 400 00 208 00 
104 | Nutmegs— 
In the shell ... 400 00 208 00 
Without the sliell ... 600 00 312 00 
105 | Mace... | 600 00 312 00 
106 | Cloves ... | 400 00 208 
107 | Vanilla ... 800 00 416 00 
108 | Tea | 400 00 208 00 
Article 2.—The duties leviable on produce of (French) colonial 


origin (Table E., annexed to the Law of the 11th January, 1892) 
are calculated on the basis of the Metropolitan Minimum ‘Tariff. 
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Article 3.—The duties applicable to coffee imported into Algeria 
are fixed as follows :— 


New Rates of Duty. 
Minimum. 
General Tariff. Tariff. 
Coffee— Frs. Cts. Frs. Cts. 
In the bean ... 100 kilogs. 300 00 31 20 
Roasted or ground sie i 400 00 


“‘Colonial products,” on which special taxes have been paid in 
Algeria or the French Colonies, are admitted into France on 
payment of the duties leviable under the General Tariff, deduction 
being made for the amount of the special taxes already paid. 

article 4.—The advantages of the Minimum ‘Tariff are restricted 
to goods accompanied by proofs of origin, subject to conditions 
fixed by the Customs Administration. 

The Law also contains the following temporary dispositions :— 

Article 5.—Goods specified in Article 1, which have been 
imported from countries subject to the General Tariff and which 
have not been declared for consumption before the promulgation 
of the present Law, will be admitted to the advantages of the 
Minimum ‘Tariff on being entered for consumption, if their 
embarkation or deposit in a French warehouse took place before 
the 24th January, 1900. 

Article 6.—The Government is authorised, during two years, to 
confer provisionally, by Decree, the advantages of the Minimum 
Tariff on countries at present subject to the General Tariff. The 
duration of such concessions may not exceed two years from the 
date of the promulgation of the present Law. 

In connection with this last Article, a Presidential Decree, dated 
24th February, 1900, and published in the ‘Journal Officiel” 
for the 26th ult., enacts that produce of foreign origin specified in 
Article 1 of the above Law shall be provisionally subject, until 
the 3lst August next, to the duties leviable under the Minimum 
Tariff. 


The French “Journal Officiel” of the 24th ult. publishes a 
Consumption Presidential Decree of the French Government, 


ae 
“<< dated the 22nd ult., imposing consumption 


' taxes on goods of every origin manufactured or 
in Madagascar. produced in, or imported into, Madagascar. 
The following is a translation of the principal provisions of the 
Decree :— 


Goods of every origin specified in the annexed Table, consumed 
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in the Colony of Madagascar and its Dependencies, whether such 
goods be grown or manufactured in, or imported into, Madagascar, 
are subject to consumption duties at the rates fixed by the said 
Table. 

These taxes are independent of the Customs duties to which the 
goods in question are subject on their importation into the Colony. 

The consumption duties are to be liquidated by the Custom 
House officials on the importation of goods, and are leviable under 
the same conditions and subject to the same regulations as the 
Customs duties. 

An allowance of 1 per cent. on the amount resulting from the 
collection of the duties is granted to the Custom House employees, 
the apportionment of this allowance being fixed by a Decree of the 
Governor-General in Administrative Council. Decrees of the 
Governor-General in Administrative Council will censure the 
collection of the consumption duties on the articles which are 
included in the tariff of consumption taxes, and which have been 
grown, prepared or manufactured in the Colony, with the exception 
of alcohol, for which the régime established by the Decree of the 
20th August, 1899, remains in force. These Decrees may provide 
that compositions may be made with local manufacturers, when- 
ever it is to the interest of the Treasury to adopt this mode of 
collection. 

The various products specified in the annexed Table may 
only be imported directly at ports where there is a Collector of 
Customs. 

Offences in the matter of false declarations respecting the value, 
quantity or quality of goods, and generally all frauds relating to 
consumption taxes charged on importation, are to be defined and 
prosecuted in conformity with Customs legislation. 

In case of disputes between Customs officials and the persons 
interested with regard to the quality and kind of beverages and 
alcohols, these products are to be submitted to analysis by the 
military chemists, whose decision will serve as the basis for the 
liquidation of the duties. In the absence of military chemists, 
the analysis may be entrusted to civilian chemists approved of by 
the administration of the Colony. Customs authorities at ports 
where there are neither military chemists, nor civilians approved 
of by the local administration, will send samples of the goods 
under dispute to the nearest military or civil chemist. The 
expenses of the analysis are to be borne by the Custom House, 
when the attestations of the declarant are ascertained to have 
been exact, and by the declarant in the opposite case. 

The present Decree is to be applicable to goods imported into 
Madagascar and its Dependencies 10 days after the arrival at each 
locality of the Colonial “Journal Officiel” containing the promul- 
gation of this Law. 


4 
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The following articles of every ‘alll are 
consumption duties :— 


exempted from these 


Articles of clothing contained in passengers’ luggage, even when 


the traveller does not accompany his luggage. 


Such articles, 


however, must bear traces of use, and their quality must be con- 
sistent with the personal needs of their owner. 
Provisions, stores and other articles belonging to the State. 
A tenth of the sum resulting from the consumption duties is to 
he divided, by Decree of the Governor-General in Administrative 
Council, among the various communes, under the head of 
municipal subvention and in place of all octroi-dues. 
All provisions contrary to the present Decree, and all Decrees 
imposing municipal consumption taxes, are hereby abolished. 
The following Table is annexed to the Decree, showing the rates 


of duty leviable upon the specified articles :— 


Articles. Unit. Duty. 
Frs. Cts 
Common wines, testing 14 degrees and under — @) 0 
Common wines, testing more than 14 degrees, § in casks.. Hectol. 15 00 
and “ liqueur ” wines. inbottles| Bottle 15 


Champagne and sparkling wines ... 
{ in casks.. 


Beer ... 1 in bottles 
Liqueurs (¢) ... peer 


Rum, brandy, absinthe, other beverages and alcohols of 
every kind, including “vins mouillés,” wines made 
from dried grapes, and other non-natural wines 

Refined sugar .. 

Tobacco, in leaves or "stalks. 

Cigars and cigarettes... 

Tobacco, other 


Oliveoil 
Other vegetable oils .. 
Opium ... 


Preserved vegetables in boxes 
Sea-salt, salt from salt-works, rock-salt ... 
Gunpowder, explosive crackers, fireworks 
Tissues of every kinds = . 
Petroleum and schist-oil, and other mineral ‘oils for 

Matches 3 
Playing-cards... 


"| Half-bottle | 


alcohol, 


.| Kilog. net. 


() Bottle 


Hectol. 
(4) Bottle | 10 
Hectol. | 00 
(4) Bottle | 00 
Per hectol. | 


of pure 200 00 


Kilog. net. 


| 

” i 
” | 
ad ral. 


(a) Or 5 centimes per litre. 


Pack. | 0 30 


()) i... per recipient containing more than 50 centilitres and not more than 
llitre. If the bottle contain less than 50 centilitres, the duty will be reduced by 
half ; if more than 1 litre, the duty will be levied on the actual contents. 


() As defined in the French Customs Tariff. 
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RUSSIA. 


With reference to the notices which have appeared in recent 
issues of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” relative 
peat = to the importation of coal into Russia, the 
essa. Board of Trade have now received, through the 
Foreign Office, a copy of a telegram from H.M. Ambassador at 
St. Petersburg, stating that certain companies have been authorised 
to import at Odessa the following quantities of coal, at a reduced 
rate of duty of 14 copeck instead of 6 copecks per poud (2s. 
instead of 7s, 11d. per ton) :— 
The Russian Steam Navigation Company, 3,000,000 pouds 
(48,214 tons). 
The Azof Steamship Company, 500,000 pouds (8,036 tons). 
The Black Sea and Danube Steamship Company, 400,000 pouds 
(6,429 tons). 


SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 159 of the issue 

- of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” for the 18th 

Sugar Law. January last, respecting the new Spanish 

Sugar Law, a copy has now been received at 

the Board of Trade of a Royal Order, dated the 6th ult., issued in 

explanation and amplification of the new Law. A copy of the 

“Gaceta de Madrid,” containing this Royal Order, may be 

consulted in the original on application at the Commercial 

Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
8.W., on any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


UNITED STATES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copies of the following decisions of the United 
States Treasury Department :— 


Nitro-benzol.—Nitro-benzol, known as “ artificial oil of bitter 
almonds” and “oil of mirbane,” which is a product of coal tar, 
and not medicinal, nor a colour nor a dye, is admitted free of 
duty, under paragraph 524 of the Tariff. 


Orange peel.—Orange peel preserved in brine is dutiable at 2 
cents per pound, under paragraph 267 of the Tariff. 


Tiles.—Articles 74 inches by 8 inches by 1} inches, not em- 
bossed, enamelled, painted, nor ornamented in any way, and known 
commercially as ‘‘ quarry tiles,” are dutiable at 4 cents per square 
foot, under paragraph 88 of the Tariff, and not as bricks, under 
paragraph 87. 


Customs Decisions. 
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Jewellery— Watch guards of leather and steel—Watch guards, in 
various styles, composed of leather and polished steel, and which 
are designed expressly to be worn by coachmen, stablemen, and 
persons of kindred vocation, are dutiable at 60 per cent. ad valorem 
as “jewellery,” under the provisions of paragraph 434 of the Tariff, 
and not at 35 per cent. ad valorem, as manufactures of leather, 
under paragraph 450. 


Beetroot.— Beetroot, cut in small pieces and kiln-dried, is. 
dutiable at 40 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 241 of the 
Tariff, as “‘ vegetables, prepared or preserved.” 


Printed matter—Small samples of cloth goods arranged on 
cardboards, with printed descriptions of the goods on the samples, 
and the boards folded into book form, with a short explanation at 
the beginning, intended for gratuitous distribution, are not free of 
duty under paragraph 501 of the Tariff, as “ publications of 
individuals for gratuitous private circulation,” but are dutiable 
at 25 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 403, as printed matter. 


Cotton braids—Narrow cotton braids known as “ shoe-lace 
braids,” imported in long lengths and afterwards cut into shorter 
lengths suitable for shoe laces, are dutiable at the rate of 60 per 
cent. ad valcrem, under paragraph 339 of the Tariff. 

Coverings for chloride of ethyl—Chloride of ethyl imported in 
glass coverings, with caps similar to those on paint tubes and 
cologne bottles, largely used by dentists and surgeons, the removal 
of the cap permitting escape of the substance from the tube by the 
pressure and warmth of the hand: J/eld, that the tubes are not 
unusual coverings. 


Theatrical effects—Theatrical effects imported or brought by a 
member of a theatrical or opera company, and not brought by the 
proprietor or manager, are not entitled to the privilege of free 
entry conferred by paragraph 645 of the Tariff. 


Model of a human eye —A model of a human eye is not entitled ta 
free entry under paragraph 638 of the Tariff, as a philosophical or 
scientific instrument, preparation, or apparatus. 


Steel plates for printing.—An engraved plate, in the form of a 
table top, used by glass manufacturers for making devices or 
figures on plate glass, is not a plate of the kind provided for in 
paragraph 166 of the Tariff, which includes only such plates as are 
used for piinting on paper or some similar material. 


Gentlemen’s toilets—Small mirrors, with a collodion frame and 
back, to which a small collodion moustache comb is attached, and 
the whole encased in a collodion cover or envelope, are dutiable 
as articles of which collodion is the component material of chief 
value. 


March 8, 1900. ] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 535 


Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


Dried salted skins and hides.—(1) The dividing line, as to weight, 
between dried salted skins and dried salted hides is ordinarily 
15 pounds. Generally, skins of this particular kind, weighing 
under 15 pounds, are bought and sold in commerce as skins and 
not as hides, and are entitled to free entry as such under paragraph 
664 of the Tariff. (2) “Dacca” kipskins, weighing 135 pounds 
each, dry-salted, are free of duty as skins, and not dutiable as 
hides. 


Russian sardines as herrings —Small kegs of pickled Russian 
sardines are dutiable as “ herrings, pickled or salted,” at one-half 
cent per pound, under paragraph 260 of the Tariff, and not at 40 
per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 258. 


Metallic packing—manufacture of brass wire.—Metallic packing 
made of tin-coated brass wire is dutiable under paragraph 137 
of the Tariff, as an article manufactured from brass wire, and is 
not dutiable under paragraph 193, as a manufacture of metal not 
specially provided for. 


VENEZUELA. 


With reference to the notice at pp. 384-385 of the “ Board of 

Trade Journal” for the 15th ult., respecting 

War Tax. the imposition—under the head of “ War Tax” 

—of additional duties upon certain articles of 

merchandise imported into and exported from Venezuela, the 

Board of Trade have now received information, through the 

Foreign Office, to the effect that a Decree of the Veuezuelan 

Government has abolished the additional duties on all articles 

specified in the “ War Tax” Decree, except imported flour and 
exported hides, coffee and cocoa. 


BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notices which have recently appeared in the 
“Board of Trade Journal” respecting the new 
Consular Invoices. Brazilian regulations requiring Consular 
invoices for all goods shipped to Brazil (see 
“Board of Trade Journal” for December, p. 711; also issue of 
Ath January, p. 32; 25th January, p. 227; 1st February, pp. 
269, 270), the Board of Trade have now received, through the 
Foreign Office, copies of the forms in which such invoices are to be 
drawn up for legalisation by Brazilian Consuls. 
The subjoined form is required to accompany the goods shipped 
and to be handed to the Brazilian Customs authorities at the same 
time as the manifest of the importing ship :— 
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5 
3 a 23 2 
A.—Para ser enviado ¢. Alfandega, acompanhando 0 Manifesto, 
FACTURA CONSULAR BRAZILEIRA, 
N. da Factura............ Folhas do Registro Consular............ 


DECLARACAO. 

QUE mercadorias mencionadas 
n’esta factura contidas nos......... volumes indicados, a qual ¢ exacta e verdadeira a todos 
os respeitos e unica, sendo essas mercadorias destinadas ao porto d...............d0 Brazil 
e consignadas de 


.--(assignatura), 
Visto, 


Comsiguatario 
Nome e nacional dade do navio a vela ...... 
Nome e nacionalidade do navio 4 vapor .... 
Paiz de origem da = 
Porto de embarque ...........++ 


Porto de destino 
Porto de destino com op¢ao.... 
Porto de transitO para........... 
Valor declarado da factura em moeda do paiz de procedencia.. , 


Cambio 4 vista sobre Londres do paiz de procedencia 


The following is printed on the back of this form :— 


3 > o 4 
2 @ 8 o 
4 = a 
FACcTURA 
hy a A 
SCTIPC mpr a 
Marcas qualidade e especie de Peso bruto | __ Peso Valorem | Observacoes 
volumes, e classificacao das | moods pais | Consalares 
nmumeros, kilogs. kilogs. de procedencia. 


mercadorias. 


or 
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TRANSLATION. 
: > mn . . a . 
& ii £3: 28 
n ec > 4 ~ 
A.—To be sent to the Custom House with the Manifest, 
BRAZILIAN CONSULAR INVOICE. 
TRV Sheets of Consular Register 
Consulate... at 
DECLARATION. 
(We) declare sclemply that we/I are/am (shippers or exporters) of the 
merchandise mentioned in this invoice, packages 
indicated, the which is exact and true in every respect, and is the only invoice ; also that 
these goods are destined in Brazil, and "consigned 
TO 
(date). 
(signature), 
Seal. 
CONSIGNEE 
Name and nationality of sailing ship... 
Name and nationality of Steamer ......ssesecseseesesssesseeneceseeseesreesseesasenereeseesees 
Ccuntry of origin Of goods 
Optional port of destination .... 
Declared value of the goods i in n currency of country of origin 
Freight and other charges ........ 
Rate of exchange at sight on London. of country of origin shecaasiveens 


The following is printed on the back of this form :— 


268 ¢ 3 3 
» 2 $ § & 2 
o a & 2 ° 
INVOICE, 
Marks Description, including nature Gross. Consular 
and and kind of packages, and | weightin | weight in ours of observa- 
Numbers. classification of goods. kilogs. kilogs. <tigle tions. 


|| 
| 
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The Board have also received a duplicate form, which is required 
to be filled up and forwarded through the Consulate to the 
Direction of Commercial Statistics, Caixa do Correio, No. 215, 
Rio de Janeiro. This form of invoice is identical with the form 
printed above, except that no counterfoil is attached thereto. 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT NOTES, 


RUSSIA. 


The “ Railway Age,” of 9th February, reports that, the construction 
: of a railroad from Zarizyn to Orsk, between 400 
ae ep od New and 500 miles, has been decided upon by the 
Railway. Railway Administration. The estimated cost 
provides for an expenditure of 12,560,000/. for construction and 
equipment. V. A. Messoyedoff Ivanoff is the president and engineer 
of the Russian Railway Administration, Fontanka 117, St. 
Petersburg. 


FRANCE. 


Mr. Austin Lee, in his recent report on French Colonies (Foreign 
Office, Miscellaneous Series, No. 520), quotes an 
: interesting report dealing with the question of 

ments in ’ means of communication in New Caledonia, 
New Caledonia. hich was published in a comparatively recent 
number of the ‘‘Quinzaine Coloniale.” ‘The report is based upon 
the proposal that the Colony should effect a loan of 10,000,000 fr., 
with a view to building a railway and providing the port of 
Noumea with a dry dock, wharf, &c. The expenses connected 
with this latter section of the proposal are estimated at about 
4,500,000 fr., and it is very clearly demonstrated that the enter- 
prise would probably prove a financial success. It is also thought 
that a great point in its favour would lie in the providing. for 
French warships in these latitudes, a suitable dry dock, in which 
they could undergo all necessary repairs, which must at present be 
made either in Australia or New Zealand. With regard to the 
wharf in particular, it may be mentioned that the Messageries 
Maritimes Company proposed, a short time ago, on certain con- 
ditions, to build it at its own expense. The conditions proposed 
do not, however, appear to have been acceptable to the local 
authorities. 


Port Improve- 
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SPAIN. 


A despatch, dated 16th February, has been received at the Foreign 

Inaccuracy in Office from H.M. Chargé d’ Affaires at Madrid, 

Ships’ Manifests. with reference to a fine imposed upon a British 

steamship at Santander for an inaccuracy in the 

ship’s manifest. The Spanish Government declined to remit this 

fine, on the ground that the master of the vessel entered no 
protest at the time and that the incident is therefore closed. 

It is advisable to draw the attention of British merchants, 
shipowners, and shipmasters trading with Spain to the necessity, 
in cases where they consider that they are charged excessive duties 
or fines unjustly by the Customs authorities in Spanish ports, of 
entering a formal protest at the time of the payment to which 
they object, so that eventually an “ expediente,” or case, may be 
drawn up for transmission in due time to the General Customs 
Department in Madrid. Otherwise their silence is construed as 
implying consent, and the case is decided against them without 


appeal. 


PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 


A despatch, dated 28th February, received at the Board of Trade 
Opening of Ports from the Foreign Office, states that, according 

pny eal to a report of Admiral Seymour on his visit to 
Manila in January last, although the ports 
from which hemp is exported are nct yet opened to trade, General 
Otis has stated that he is anxious to open them as soon as the 
military situation would allow, and he wishes to re-open the. 
various hemp ports together so as not to give undue advantage 
to the traders at any particular port. 


PERSIA. 


The carriage-road between Resht and Teheran, the erg for 

. which had been granted in 1893 to the 

Assurance and Transport Company in Persia 

: founded by M. Poliakow, a banker at Moscow, 

Resht to Kasvin. }:4, just been opened for traffic, and henceforth 

one can proceed by carriage from the Caspian almost into the 
Persian capital. 

The “ Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople,” 
of 24th February, states, however, that its official inauguration has 
not yet taken place, several parts remaining to be finished; the 
bridges especially ordered for Tiflis are not yet laid down; in 
consequence, travellers are obliged to leave their carriages about 
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twenty times between Resht and Kasvin whilst the coachmen force 
their vehicles up the banks with a greatly increased number of 
horses, the vehicles very often being upset. 

The voad which has been used up to the present between 
Resht and Kasvin is 32 farsaks (about 119 miles) long, with six 
halting-places, as follows :— 

Farsaks, 
Resht to Rondoum 
Rondoum to Rustemabad 
Rustemabad to Mendjil 
Mendjil to Pa-chinar ... 
Pa-chinar to Rarzan 
Rarzan to Aghababa ... 
Aghababa to Kasvin ... 


82 farsaks 


Total U = 119 miles. 


. 
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VICTORIA, 


The “ British a of Rag March, publishes a return 
: prepared by the Mines Department of Victoria, 
-—~¥ - showing the output of coal in that Colony. 
_ The total quantity for last year was 262,380 
tons, the value of which is computed at 113,522/. As compared 
with the output of 1898, there was an increase of 19,521 tons. 
During the year two companies paid dividends amounting to 
11,6031., and the total amount distributed as dividends from coal 
mines to the end of last year was 43,3531. 


GERMANY. 


The “ Reichs-Anzeiger,” of 16th February, publishes extracts from 
4.3, @& report by a German mining official on the 
of coal in German Africa, at 
yr Muégabach (Kandetebach), north-west of Lake 
‘ Nyassa. He states that systematic working of 
these coal seams on a large scale would be profitable only in the 
event of some large coal-using industry being carried on on Lake 
Nyassa or in its immediate vicinity. If, for example, the project 
of a Central African railway, or of a German East African railway 
were carried out, or if gold were to be found in the neighbourhood 
of the lake, the establishment of regular coal mining would have at 
once to be seriously considered, as well, perhaps, as the working 
of the magnetic iron ore in the Livingstone Range. About 350,000 
tons of coal could be obtained by relatively simple horizontal work 
without sinking shafts, and Herr Dantz, in his report, gives direc- 
tions as to the places and manner in which such preliminary 
working could be effected by native labour, and as to means of 
transport to Lake Nyassa. 


A despatch dated 24th February has been received at the Foreign 
Preferential Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, trans- 
Railway Ratesfor Muitting a Memorandum drawn up by Mr. 
v Gastrell, Commercial Attaché to that Embassy 
Exported German 41, the subject of the preferential railway rates 
Coals. for German coal. This Memorandum states 


that during the debate on the Prussian Estimates for 1900 in the 
House of Deputies for the State Railways, strong representations 
were made that the Prussian Railways Administration should 
abolish the many preferential export railway rates for German 
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coals, which had been originally introduced for the purpose of 
disposing of the suplus home production of coals in foreign 
countries. At the present moment, however, this condition of 
affairs no longer exists, and there is now even an insufficiency of 
supply, in consequence of which the local price of coals has risen 
considerably, There have also been strikes on the part of 
the miners, especially in Saxony. In fact, on all sides there is 
now a demand for coals which cannot be met except from 
abroad or by the abolition of the preferential rates which take so 
much coal out of the country, where it is badly wanted, and hands 
it over at a very low price to the foreigner. 

The Minister of Public Works stated. however, to the House 
that such a measure would not have the immediate relief that was 
expected of it; that such an important question would have to be 
carefully considered from many points of view before such abolition 
of the said rates could be entertained, and that the desirability of 
disposing of surplus coal production must not be lost sight of for 
future contingencies, when the former conditions of an excess of 
supply over demand might recur. He promised to go thoroughly 
into the merits of the question. 

The Commercial Attaché adds that it does not appear to be 
likely that any such measures will be taken immediately. 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


A report issued by the India Office shows that there were in 
India, at the end of 1898-99, 176 cotton mills 

Cotton Mills. (of which five did not work during the year) 
containing 37,540 looms and 4,456,177 spindles. 

Of these mills 96 were exclusively spinning mills; one an 
exclusively: weaving mill, and in 79 both spinning and weaving 
were carried on. They employed a daily average number of 
156,056 persons: 100,987 men, 27,474 women, 16,532 young 
persons, and 11,063 children. The nominal capital of the 
mills, as far as this information has been furnished, is 
Rx. 14,989,585, but there is no statement of the capital of ten 
mills worked by private proprietary ; probably the whole capital 
invested in the industry may be taken to be in excess of Rx. 15} 
millions. These 176 mills are located as follows :— 
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—_—_ Number. | Capital. 
Bengal, all near Calcutta... 10 B47 500 
.» districts axe 7 395,010 

North-western Provinces— | 
Cawnpore 4 590,000 
Agra ... 2 150,000 
Panjab : Delhi on see 3 | 190,000 
Central Provinces : N: agpur . 2 | 475,000 
elsewhere 4 225,000 
Berar : Badnera ar 1 £5,000 
Ajmer-Merwara: Beawar 1 70,000 
Central India: Indore 1 Private. 
Nizam’s Territory 3 310,000 
Mysore: Bangalore 2 130,000 
Travancore: Quilon ... 1 90,000 


In addition to the above, there were three mills in French 
India (Pondichery) with an aggregate capital of Rx. 63,500. 

The Bombay Presidency possesses 72 per ‘cent. of the whole 
number of mills in India, 71 per cent. of the spindles, and 80 per 
cent. of the looms. Fifteen mills with 2,279 looms and 181,722 
spindles are situated in Native States and in French-Indian 
Territory. All but 24 of the cotton mills in India are owned 
and worked by joint-stock companies. 

The consumption of cotton by the Indian mills in the year is 
estimated to have amounted to 1,481,000 bales of 400 Ibs each, o1 
say 5,289,000 ewt, a quantity representing a material proportion 
of the whole production of cotton in India which may be taken, 
allowance being made for unreported areas, at about three million 
bales. The prosperity of the Indian spinning and weaving 
industry is consequently of great importance in Indian agricul 
taral economics. 


According to the most recent report issued by the India 
Office, there were 33 mills working jute at the 
Jute and Hemp end of 1898-99, and employing cai average 
Mills. number of 94,540 persons, namely, 61,743 men, 
17,072 women, 4,228 young persons, and 11,497 children. The 
mills contained 13,371 looms and 278,858 spindles. The nominal 
capital of such of the mills as are worked by joint stock companies 
is stated in the accounts at Rx. 4,955,000; but the figures are not 
complete, some of the mills (privately owned) having “farnished no 
statements of capital. Probably about Rx. 300,000 may be added 
to the total on account of these. 
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Except one mill at Cawnpore, all the mills are in Bengal, most 
of them in the vicinity of Calcutta. 

The progress of the jute spinning and weaving industry during 
the last ten years is illustrated by the increase indicated by the 
figures below in the number of mills, looms, spindles, and persons 
employed. It will be observed that, while the number of mills has 
largely increased, their working capacity has been much more 
largely augmented in the case of looms, spindles, and the number 
of persons employed. There was a marked addition to the number 
of the mills and to their working capacity in 1896-97, and further 
progress followed in the two succeeding years. 


| rsons 
| Mills. | Looms. Spindles. 
8,129 162,697 62,024 
1098-98... ... 26 | 8889 | 179,192 66,520 
1893-94... .... 27 | 9,492 | 190,604 68,390 
1894-95... | 9,950 :199,183 | 74,365 
13,147 | (272,823 94,556 
13,371 278,858 94,540 


There is but one small mill, located at Vizagapatam, working 
Indian hemp. 


PERSIA. 


According to the “Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de 
Cotton Thread Constantinople,” of 2 {th February, a cotton sew- 
ing thread mill with 1,600 spindles was installed 

Industry. at Teheran four yeers ago with the aid of 
German workmen, and is working very well. An outlay of 
16,0001. was made, and on an average, the production (working 
eleven hours per day) amounts to 35 packets of thread No. 16, and 
35 packets of thread No. 20 (packet contains 10 Ibs.) which are 
respectively sold for 16 and 18 krans (about 6s. 4d. and 7s. 2¢/.). 
The profits of the company are said to be 17 per cent. on its 
capital. ‘This successful venture encouraged the promoters to 
develop the industry, and to erect other similar buildings in Persia. 
To this effect they solicited and obtained from the Shah a firman con- 
ferring on them a monopoly which they propose to work by the aid 
of European capital. Cotton grows in considerable quantity around 
Teheran in the plains of Véramine, but it is of inferior quality, 
and its culture to be profitable must be assisted by methods of 
which the Persians are incapable, and the opinion is generally 
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expressed that the cotton spinning mill of Teheran and its branches 
(when established) will not be able to put any considerable stocks 
on the market, and wili never relieve Persia from her dependence 
on foreign countries (principally England) for cotton goods. 


AGRICULTURE. 
BRITISH INDIA. 


According to a memorandum on the Indian indigo crop of 1899, by 

Mr. J. E. O’Conor, Director-General of Statistics, 

Indigo Crop in__it is estimated that about 205,000 acres were 

1899. placed under indigo in the North-Western 

Provinces and Oudh, this area being little more 

than half the average and about 15 per cent. smaller than that 

sown in 1898. The decline is due rather to the low level of prices 

than to adverse seasonal conditions. ‘The yield is estimated at 

only about 18,000 ecwt., that is, two-thirds of the yield of 1898 
and less than half the average. 

In Bengal the season in the beginning was not unfavourable to 
the indigo crop, but the excessive rain which fell in June, July 
and August was most injurious, and the crop was also injured in 
many districts by the floods which followed the excessive rain. The 
area cultivated is estimated at 452,700 acres against 512,100 acres 
estimated to have been sown in 1898, the decrease being chiefly 
due to the steady decline of the industry in the chief indigo- 
growing districts of Lower Bengal. In that region the yield is 
not good, being only on the whole about 64 per cent. of a normal 
crop.’ It is still worse in the important indigo-growing districts 
in Bihar, where it is estimated to be not more than 59 per cent. 

In the Panjab the area under cultivation is 97,300 acres, which 
is more than double the area sown in 1898, but materially less than 
the average. The same remarks apply to the yield. 

In Madras also the area sown, amounting to 238,300 acres, 
exceeded the area sown in 1898 by 58 per cent., but it was a third 
smaller than the average. The yield is estimated to be about 60 
per cent. of the average. Sowings, however, were still continuing 
at the time of report, and the local authorities estimate the area 
sown and to be sown at 307,000 acres. 

As regards India generally, this industry is passing through a 
phase of extreme depression, caused by the combination of deficient 
crops and a very low level of prices. The exports in each of the 
last five years have been :— 
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| 
From | 1894-95. | 1895-96. 1896-97. | 1897-98, 1898-99. 
i 1 | 
| 
| Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Calcutta | 106,880 | 111,714 | 109,001 71,364 81,779 
Madras 48,496 60,706 41,629 47,356 41,203 
Bombay oR jae 7,453 7,330 8,647 | 9,631 5,681 


Karachi = i 7,053 5,870 8,195 | 4,690 4,966 


ITALY. 


H.M. Consul at Venice, in a Report to the Foreign Office, states 
Beetroot Growing that some important companies have lately 
, been formed in the Venetian provinces for 
in Berthern establishing beet-sugar factories. Considering 
the enormous import duty on foreign sugar, there is a great 
probability that in a comparatively short time the introduction of 
foreign sugar will be much reduced. The studies which so far 
have been made as to the fitness of the soil for growing the beets 
seem to have proved that it is well adapted for the cultivation of 
such plants. In fact, from experiments made in the province of 
Belluno, the average beet crops per hectare are said to have been 
45,500 kilos., yielding a gross profit of 910 lire. Deducting 
therefrom the expenditure incurred for its cultivation, which is 
alleged to be 363 lire, there would be a net profit of 547 lire 
per hectare, to which amount must be added 168 lire for the 
utilisation of the pulp and 32 lire for the leaves and stalks, 
amounting in all to a net profit of 747 lire per hectare. (Horeign 
Office, Annual Series, 2380.) 


MISCELLANLOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Fortieth Annual Meeting of the Association of Chambers of 
Commerce of the United Kingdom will be held 


Association at the Whitehall Rooms, Hotel Métropole, 


of Chambers of} Whitehall Place, S.W., on Tuesday, Wed- 
Commerce. nesday, and Thursday, March 13th, 14th, and 
15th, 1900, the chair to be taken each day at ten o'clock precisely, 
by the Right Hon. Lord Avebury (President). 
The following is the official programme of the annual meeting 
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Chambers :-— 


1 Commercial treaties ... 

2 Trade route to China 

2A Indian Railways 

Commercial education 
Commercial education 
Companies Acts Amendment ... 
6 Companies Acts Amendment ... 
7 Companies Acts Amendment ... 
8 Companies Acts Amendment... 
9 Companies Acts Amendment ... 
10 Companies Acts Amendment ... 
11 Bankruptcy Law 

12 Registration of firms... 

13 Foreigners and the French Customs Experts List 
14 Secret commissions in trade . 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 


National canal system 
County Courts Jurisdiction 
Sugar bounties 
Foreign-made carriages 
Licences on Joint Stock Companies ‘in Cape 
Colony ... 

20 Commercial Travellers’ Licences 

21 Municipal Trading ... 

22 Patent Laws 

23 Patent Office searches 

24 Trade Mark Procedure A 

25 Commercial Parliamentary Committee 

26 Commercial Legislation eee 

26A Imperial Telegraphic Communication .. 

27 Anglo-French Telegraph Rates 

28 Anglo-French Telegraphic Money Onder Service 

29 Telephonic communications ... 

30 Parcels Post with the United States 

31 Late fee on Continental letters 

314 Postal arrangements... 

32 Metric system 

33 Metric system 

34 Metric system 

35 Metric system in public elementary schools 

36 Textile factory statistics 

37 Private bill legislation 

38 Rating of machinery... 

39 Regulations of speed of motor-cars 

40 Silver currency 


showing the subjects brought forward for discussion by the various 


London. 
Blackburn. 
Executive Council, 
Birmingham. 
Derby. 

London. 

I weeds. 

Oldham. 

South of Scotland. 
Southampton, 
Barnsley. 

Halifax. 

Oldham. 

Paris British Chamber. 
London. 

Bristol. 

Wakefield. 
London. 

Bristol. 


Birmingham. 
Nottingham. 

London. 

Manchester. 

Sheffield. 

Sheffield. 

London. 

Newcastle and Gateshead. 
Executive Council. 

Paris British Chamber. 
Paris British Chamber. 
Hull. 

Hull. 

Paris British Chamber. 
Executive Council. 

Birmingham. 

Sheffield. 

Middlesbro’. 
sirmingham. 

Manchester. 

Dublin. 

Leeds and Birmingham. 

Newcastle and Gateshead, 

Plymouth, 


CANADA. 


Industry. 


An article in the “Canada Lumberman,” for February, states that 
Wood-pulp the Governments of the Provinces of Ontario 
and Quebec have, almost simultaneously, taken 

action to assist the development of the Canadian 
pulp industry. In the past the United States has been permitted 
to import pulp wood from any of the Provinces of Canada free of 
duty, while if the wood were manufactured into pulp and exported 
to the United mn a duty equal to about 20 per cent. of the 


B2 
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value of the pulp was collected by the Government of the latter 
country. 

The Ontario Government, by an Order in Council, proposes to 
apply the manufacturing clause to spruce and other soft woods ; 
that is to say, after 30th April, 1900, spruce timber as well as 
pine must be manufactured in the Dominion. 

The Quebec Government proposes to accomplish practically the 
same result in another way. An Order in Council has been signed 
by the Lieutenant-Governor increasing the stumpage dues on 
spruce timber from 40 cents per cord, as at present, to 1-90 dol. 
per cord, a rebate of 1:50 dol. per cord to be allowed on all pulp 
wood manufactured within the Province. This rebate will, it is 
believed, more than offset the present duty on puip exported to the 
United States. Consequently, the United States pulp manufacturer 
importing his raw material from the Province of Quebec will be 
unable to compete with the Canadian manufacturer, and hence will 
be obliged to look elsewhere for his supply of raw material or 
remove his mill across the border into the Province of Quebec. 

These new regulations of course, only affect the cutting of 
timber on Crown lands, but this is the most important factor, as 
a very small quantity of pulp wood is exported from lands on which 
the settlers hold the patent. Nearly all the pulp wood exported 
from Canada is from the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec. 

The Premier of Quebec, speaking on the subject, pointed out 
that owing to the depleted supply in the United States, the value 
of Canadian spruce lands had risen enormously in the past few 
years. In 1892 spruce limits were sold for about 8 dols. per mile, 
while last year the Government sold similar limits for 150 dols. 
per mile. He further stated that in the province of Quebec there 
were under license about thirty million acres of timber limits, while 
there were still unlicensed one hundred million acres in the old 
part of Quebec and seventy million acres in the new part recently 
added to the Province. 


GERMANY. 


An Oriental commercial museum has, according to a report of the 
United States Vice-Consul at Frankfort, been 


narra opened in Berlin for the double purpose of es- 
yee a ga tablishing a permanent exhibition of samples on 


the plan of the Philadelphia Commercial Museum, 
and of acting as a Chamber of Commerce in facilitating trade 
between Germany and the Orient. This sample warehouse brings 
to the view of the German public the agricultural and industrial 
productions of Eastern countries. The work of this bureau is to 
constantly watch the markets of the different Eastern countries, 


March 8, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 549 


Trade Notes. 


and gather and study the confidential reports which are sent in by 
its numerous staff of merchants and paid correspondents established 
in those countries. Great expectations are entertained by German 
governmental and commercial circles as to the benefits which will 
accrue to German export trade from the workings of this museum. 
The Sultan of Turkey has shown his sympathy by ordering the 
Imperial Ottoman factories to send a complete collection of samples 
of their products to the museum. ‘The Prince of Bulgaria has done 
the same, and it is said that the Governments of Roumania, Greece, 
and Servia will follow their example. 


BRITISH SOMALI COAST PROTECTORATE. 


‘The following statement, showing the total trade of the British 
Somali Coast Protectorate, duty and non-duty 
Trade in 1898-99. paid, for the last three years, according to the 
imports and exports at the coast towns, and 


including treasure, is taken from a report recently issued by the 
Foreign Office (Annual Series, 2,384) :— 


Value. 
1896-97, | 1897-98. 188-94, 

‘ 

ZAILA, _ Rupees, Rupees. Rupees. 
Imports. 34,568,578 23,78,332 28,09,939 
Exports  46,80,093 27,23,982 33,23,261 

BERBERA AND BULHAR. | 
Exports... 21,42,660 24,47,765 29.02,793 
Total imports ... 58,138,750 51,74,082 58.49,404 
» exports... 68,22,753 51,71.747 62,26,054 
Grand total... ... 126,386,503 1,03,45,829 1,20,75,458 


| 


ITALY. 


A despatch, dated 27th February, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Naples, 
containing the following account of the manu- 
facture of maccaroni in that district :— 


Maccaroni 
Manufacture. 


Maccaroni is made of hard red wheat from the Black Sea, mixed 
with Italian wheat, grown mainly in the plains round Foggia. 
This is ground into semolina (not flour), the bran and husks are 
removed, and the semolina kneaded in hot water till it has the 
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appearance and consistency of dough. The dough is then placed 
in a vertical brass cylinder, about eight or nine inches in diameter, 
the bottom of which isa plate like the rose of a watering-pot, 
which is fine or thick, according to the maccaroni required. 

Thus for making vermicelli and all kinds of solid maccaroni, 
the holes are very small, while for making the tube maccaroni the 
holes are much larger. In the latter case also a conical blade is 
fixed in the middle of the hole to form a tube. The dough being 
placed at the top of the cylinder it is driven down by hydraulic 
pressure through the perforated plate and cut off by hand in 
lengths of about three feet. It is then hung on canes in the sun 
to dry. In the case of the solid maccaroni there is no difficulty in 
grasping the process. In the case of the tubular maccaroni the 
conical blade and its attachment cut through the dough and the 
maccaroni issues with a slit all along it. This, however, shrinks 
together at once and forms a perfect tube, the join being practically 
invisible. 

No maccaroni is now made by the laborious hand process. 

There was for a long time a prejudice against machinery but 
this has been overcome. 

The best maccaroni is made at Gragnamo and Torredell’ 
Annunziate. A little also of the best quality is made at Amalfi, 
Alfonso Garofalo, of Gragnano, being the most important manu- 
facturer. 

About a million boxes are sent annually to the United States, 
and about ten thousand to London. The remainder is sold in 
Italy. 


SERVIA. 


The recently published report by the Foreign Office on the trade 
of Servia, states that an interesting feature in 

German — the tables of importation for the ml 1898 was 
British Trade. the loss by Great Britain of her position as 
second on the list of nations from which Servia purchases her neces- 
sary industrial produce, that place being taken by Germany, which 
has hitherto been third, but which in 1898 sold Servia goods to the 
value of 171,284/., against our 153,463/. The significance of this 
occurrence, however is minimised by a comparison of the items of 
importation which show that there was a decrease in 1898 (as 
compared with 1897) in importations of British cotton yarns and 
piece-goods amounting to no less than 135,568/. These articles of 
universal consumption, in the purchase of which every peasant 
throughout Servia is interested, constitute the staple of British 
trade with Servia, and would consequently be the first to feel the 
effects of the disastrous harvest of 1897. The abnormally high 
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figures of importation of cottons in 1897, show, as was the case, 
that large stocks remained in hand for 1898, diminishing the 
imports for the latter year. In 1898, moreover, Germany sold 
to the Servian Navigation Company two vessels for river traffic, 
which placed to her credit a sum of 21,040/., a transaction which 
cannot be expected to be of annual occurrence. ‘The sale of cotton 
goods, on the other hand, is likely to show a steady increase as the 
peasant women of Servia are said to be slowly but certainly 
renouncing their home industries of spinning and weaving, in 
favour of the convenient and cheap produce of foreign manufac- 
ture. Wholesale importers expect a large importation of cottons 
during 1900. (Foreign Office, Annual Series 2,383.) 


CHINA. 


The “Indian ‘Textile Journal” for February, states that an 
interesting feature of business, among the less 
; favoured native traders and merchants of China, 
Guilds. is the system of loan guilds, the object of 
which is to help members to procure a much-needed sum of money 
for business purposes, with the least possible delay and trouble, 
and at a minimum rate of interest. In order to effect this a 
number of traders and petty merchants—say fifty—organise them- 
selves into a “loan guild.” , 

Each member subscribes say a sum of 200 taels, to start with, 
and immediately a sum of 10,000 taels is collected and deposited 
into a native bank as a “loan fund.” In addition every member 
is bound to pay quarterly or half-yearly, as the case may be, a call of 
50 taels. ‘These calls help to swell the original fund (10,000 taels) 
and provide against contingencies, such as the failure of a member 
to repay a loan. Each member when in need is entitled to receive 
advances, ‘up to a certain figure to be agreed upon, from the “loan 
fund,” whenever there is money, and at a nominal rate of interest, 
and without any security. 

The advantages arising from this arrangement are so well 
appreciated by the members of the various loan guilds, that in 
order to maintain these institutions in good order and respecta- 
bility, the individual members very seldom, if ever, abuse their 
privileges. Hence it comes that, in an out-of-the-way district of 
China, a foreigner may come across a very humble individual—a 
vegetable-seller, or a fruiterer—who can command the big sum of 
five or six thousand taels, when a tempting bargain is in sight, at a 
moment’s notice. Each class of traders or merchants has its 
joan guild all over the country. 
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REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Bradford —A meeting of this Chamber was held on 28th February, 
Mr. W. B. Gordon, (vice-president), in the chair. 

The minutes of the Manufacturers’ Section showed that the 
following piece contract rules had been adopted by that com- 
mittee, and were submitted to the Council for approval :— 

1. In the case of goods delivered in the grey, which have been 
sold from a finished sample, the buyer's right to return or claim an 
allowance on the goods shall continue until he has had a reasonable 
opportunity of examining them in the finished condition. 

2. The seller, on giving due notice to the buyer, has the right 
to replace rejected goods if he is able to do so within the original 
time of delivery, and free of all expenses to the buyer. 

3. («) When no time for completion is specified, or when 
‘delivery as required” is specified, at least two-thirds of the 
contract shall be particularised so as to allow of the delivery of 
such portion within six months, and the remainder shall be 
particularised so as to allow of completion thereof within a further 
three months. (+) When one definite time for completion of the 
whole contract is specified, then at least two-thirds of the contract 
shall be particularised so as to allow of the delivery of such portion 
within two-thirds of such time, and the remainder shall be 
particularised so as to allow of completion within the final date 
tixed. Any default of either party to fuifil condition () or (b) shall 
entitle the other party to cancel and to claim damages on the 
unparticularised or undelivered portion of the contract. 

4, Should a contract be divided into two or more portions, with 
definite dates for completion specified for each, then each portion 
shall be deemed to be a separate contract. 

5. In case any dispute shall arise under any contract made in 
accordance with these rules, the same shall be settled by arbitration 
under the Arbitration Rules for the time being of the Bradford 
Chamber of Commerce. 

6. These rules may be cited as “'The Bradford Chamber of 
Commerce Piece Contract Rules.” 

After a discussion it was resolved that the matter should be 
adjourned for two months, and that in the meantime the 
manufacturers and merchants would meet and consider the 
proposed rules. 

Delegates were appointed to attend the annual meeting of the 
Association of Chambers of Commerce, and other matters discussed 
were Postal grievances and the anomalies of railway rating. 


Walsall.—At the eighteenth annual general meeting of members 
of this Chamber on 26th February, Mr. H. D. Clark (president) 
presiding, the report of the council stated that it was satisfactory 
to know the improved condition of local industries commented upon 
twelve months ago had been well maintained. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom. 


Statement of the Imports into and of the 


Exports from the United 


Kingdom during the Month and ‘Two Months ended 2th February, 1900, 
compared with the corresponding periods of the year 1899. 


Month ended 28th Frsruary. 


I. Imports rrom Foreign Countries an» British Possessions. __ 


Month ended 
28th February. D 
1900. | 1899, 
£ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living (tor food) ... ... | 666,511 | 600,681 65,830 = 
II, (A.) Articles of food and drink, | 
duty free... eee {11,081,019 11,915,451 834,412 
(B.) Articles of food’ and drink, 
dutiable ... ane | 2,014,282 | 1,822,205 | 193,077 
Tobacco, dutiable ... ... 308,250 | 363,696 55 
III, Metals... | 2y122,578 | 1,982,379 | 140,194 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs and tanning 
substances... | «546,629 | 744,967 198,338 
VI. Raw materials for textile manu- 
factures | 7,810,965 | 6,228,434 | 1,582,531 — 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures... ... 3,556,851 | 2,926,154 | 630,197 — 
VIII. Manufactured articles | 7,008,659 | 6,808,760 | 694,899 | 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles... ... | 1,308,107 | 1,312,992, — 9,885 
| 
Total value... ave 137,604,808 |35,539,109 | 2,065,699 | 
II. Exvorrs or British anp IrtsH Propuck AND MANUFACTURE. 
) 
| £ | £ 
I, Animals, living 66,828 69,291 2,463 
II. Articles of food and drink ... pon 867,433 769,514 97,919 _ 
Ill. Raw materials |. 2,963,288 | 1,890,836 | 1,072,042) — 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly | | 
manufactured, viz. :— | 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics... 8,777,143 8,066,213 710,930 — 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- | 
tured therefrom (except machinery) 3,856,669 2,587,965 | 1,268,704 | _ 
(C.) Machinery and millwork ... 1,442,188 1,373,601 68,587 
(D.) Ships, New (not registered as | 
British)... «956,129 205,082 | 351,097 
(E.) Apparel and articles of per- 
sonal use... 812,689) — 13.091 
(F.) Chemicals and chemical and 
medicinal preparations eee | 869,278 | 755,278 114,000 | — 
(G.) All otherarticles, either manu- | 
factured or partly manufactured | 2,819,871 | 2,669,284 150,587 | os 
(H.) Parcel post | 201,474 | 182,703 
| 
Total value... 23,219,849 (19,382,406 | 3,887,448 | 
| | 
IIT. Exports or Forrign anp Propuce. 
| 
Total value a 5,575,325 — |, 802,785 


5,878,110 | 


\ 
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Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom—continued. 
Two Months enpep 28Ta Frsrvary. 
I. Imports rrom Foreign Countries anv British Possessions. 


| Two months ended 
| 28th February. 
Inerease. | Decrease. 
| 
| 1900, 1899, 
£ £ £ £ 
a Animals, living (for food) ... 1,454,061 | 1,211,801 | 242,260 — 
II. (A.) aan of food and drink, duty | 
fre 25,612,472)26,126,762 — | 614,290 
(B.) articles ‘of food drink, 
dutiable 4,338,841 | 3,538,258 | 800,583 
Tobacco, dutiable eee ooo | 721,641 782,747 61,106 
III. Metals ... 4,981,895 | 4,124,709 | 857,186) — 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, ‘and tanning| | 
substances ... eco 1,098,859 | 1,221,766 | 122,907 
Aa 1,663,034 | 1,410,737 | 252,297 _ 


VI, Raw materials for textile manufac- 
tures (16,096,217 |75,854,938 | 241,279 
VII. Raw materials for sundry in industries 


and manufactures ... «-| 7,744,286 | 6,046,545 | 1,697,691 —_ 

VIII. Manufactured articles -++/15,447,182 |13,702,226 | 1,744,962 | 

IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles ... ..-| 2,767,202 | 2,483,833 | 283,369, — 
(B.) Parcel post 285,082 | 251,399 — | 16,317 


Total value... | 76,755,715] 5,405,007 


II. Exports or British Irish Propuce MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ £ 

I. Animals, living ee 181,866 | 138,634 7,268 
II, Articles of food and drink es «..| 1,846,644 | 1,616,631 230,013 _ 
11. Raw materials .. ...| 5,588,772 | 3,697,541 | 1,836,231 _ 


IV, Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 

{A.) Yarns and textile fabrics |16,615,670 | 1,730,242 

(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 

tured therefrom (except machinery)| 7,583,363 | 5,326,605 | 2,256,758 -- 


(C.) Machinery and millwork ...| 2,983,589 | 2,801,878 | 181,711 _ 
(D.) Ships, new (not registered as 
British) 879,575 | 750,222 | 129,358 


(E. ) Apparel and articles of ‘personal 


(F.) ) ‘and “chemical and 
medicinal preparations... 1,652,041 | 1,434,452 | 217,589 — 
(G.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured ...| 5,737,197 | 5,265,491 | 470,706 ~ 
(H.) Parcel post 425,862 | 359,913 65,949 


| 
Total value... 46,808,581 59,729,640 7,073,891 | 


1,684,210 | 1,722,603; 38,393 


III. Exports or Foreign Propuce. 


£ £ £ £ 
Total value... ..|11,057,790 |10,998,370 59,420 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 9 Weeks ended Ist March, 1900, 


Week 9 Weeks 
| ended ended — 
| Ist March, Ist March, a 
1900. 1900. 
i 
IMPORTS. 
Miscellaneous ... ove ase 723 | 6,544 
| 
62,242 701,850 
EXPORTS, 
| 


6,628 75,440 


= 
| | 
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Corn Prices. 
Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 


Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and officers of Excise in the week ended 
3srd March, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


| 
scan | Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. 4, 
Wheat 68,153 2 2 «4 
Barley 51,727 2 24 «6 
Oats ... 18,949 2 16 10 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


| 
Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- | 
sponding 
Week in 
Wheat | Barley. Oats. - Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
| 
Qrs. Bus. Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. s. d. 
1896 32,974 7 . 51,274 0 | 20,879 7 4:21 5 | 18 8 


33,147 1 | 14,095 0 


or 


1897 47,981 
1898 52,833 1 | 44,953 6 | 17,289 


| 
“ 
— 
to 


~ 
= 


1899 ,..| 78,148 5 6 | 23,584 1 | 2 8 96 


| 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
3rd March, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the corre- 
sponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
ing week 


| in 1899, 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, ane calves ... _ Number 9,084 7,700 
Sheep and lambs .. 17,857 12,293 
Swine ooo sve ” | 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef Cwts. 73,819 65,336 
Mutton ” 66,542 74,139 
Pork ” | 17,736 18,666 
— preserved meat :— 
ooo ose eee Cwts. | 101,235 130,109 
Hams ooo | 27,258 45,807 
Pork 4,508 7,904 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh . ve 12,802 9,895 
Meat. preserved,otherwiee than by salting “ | 12,789 13,660 
Dairy produce and aes — | 
Butter Cwts. | 69,295 53,227 
Cheese | 39,964 34,089 
Milk, condensed . + | 24,0382 17,193 
Milk’ and cream, “fresh or preserved, 
other than condensed milk . 871 130 
Eggs . 412,121 250,282 
Poultry ‘and game Value 24,748 26,251 
dead (not tinned) Cwts. 8,402 8,081 
Lard 41,018 47,308 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
heat Cwts. 1,231,200 814,700 
Wheat-meal and flour °.. 348, 500 363,100 
Maize or Indian corn .... 1,096,300 1,000,000 
Fruit, raw :— Cwts. Bushels, 
Apples... { 33,299 76,106 
Apricots and peaches ove 1900 14 _ 
wits, Bushels, 
Grapes... Entered by the 162 591 
Lemons... >| bushel prior to 29,256 22,987 
Oranges “ee 1900 137,176 305,111 
Pears 5 945 
Plums 34 38 
Unenumerated ... 1,612 20,602 
Hay ..., Tons 1,657 2) 798 
Hops .. Cwts. 142 3,286 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Cwts, 91,976 12,878 
Unenumerated Value £ 14,516 26,617 


* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900, 
+ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900, 
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Emigration.—February, 1900. 


Return of the Numbers, Nationalities, and Destinations of the 
Passengers that left the United Kingdom for Places out of 
Europe during the Month ended 28th February, 1900, and the 
Two Months ended 28th February, 1900, compared with the 


corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


| | | Total 
United | British N.| Austral-| of Gpoa | AU 
242 us' 0 
Nationalities. States. | America| asia, | Hope and = Total. | sponding 
Natal. | Places. period, 
1899 
Month ended 28th February, 1900, 
English ... 2,241 431 772 | 528 747 4,719 | 4,794 
Sootth ... en 285 11 99 149 162 706 850 
Irish ——— 21 65 64 70 | 1,791 988 
Total of British | 
origin... ...| 4,097 463 933 | 741 979 | 7,216 | 6,632 
Foreigners... ...| 3,400 1,036 55 | 9% 156 | 4,742 | 3,476 
Nationalities not | 
distinguished ... 6 9 271 286 265 
Total ... ..| 7503 | 1,608 | 991 | 886 | 1,406 | 12,244 | 10,373 
Total for corre- 
fe ing } 5,298 | 1,345 799 | 1,645 | 1,283 | 10,373 
month, 1899 
Two months ended 28th February, 1900. 
| 
English ... «| 4,165 602 | 1,809 | 1,135 | 1469 | 8681 | 9,516 
Scotch 0. axe 564 14 188 821 306 1,393 | 1,527 
Irish | 2,259 30 128 | 185 158 | 2,705 | 1,550 
Total of British | 
origin...  ...| 6,988 647 | 1,620 | 1,591 | 1,938 | 12,779 | 22,598 
| 
Foreigners... ee | 6,053 1,796 121 | 273 278 8,521 | 5,872 
Nationalities not | 
distinguished ... ll 13 on 514 538 560 
Total ... ... | 18,052 2,456 | 1,741 | 1,864 | 2,725 | 21,838 | 19,025 
Total for corre- 
sponding 9,198 | 2,172 | 1,530 | 3,404 | 2,721 | 19,025 
months, 1899 


Norr.—The above figures, being made up at the eurliest possible date after the close of each 
month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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—England and Wales. 


Number of Receiving Orders Gazetted in the under-mentioned 


Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 


tions. 
1900. | 1899, | 1900, | 1899! 
| 
| No. | No. No. No 
Total gazetted 370 340 728 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions :— 
Publicans and hotel keepers, dc... 24 30 46 51 
Butchers... ... 12 i 2 80 
Bakers 11 7 23 
Boot and shoe 38 22 22 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c, 7 il 16 20 
Fishmongers, poulterers, dc... 4 15 12 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,&c. ... 9 5 14 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. 10 14 17 
Provision merchants, &c. ... 5 3 12 6 
Tailors, &c. ... | 3 7 16 
Clerks, commercial and 6 11 i 
Agents, commission and general eos <0 | 7 7 10 i 
Directors and promoters of public companies... ons 0” | 2 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers | 3 2 9 11 
Printers and publishers... ee 7 9 10 
Engineers and founders, &c. 5 |, 2 
Auctioneers 4 3 76 
Carpenters and joiners... wae ats 4 4 8 ¢ 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and pera es 38 2 8 3 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants and 
dealers .. 4 | G 7 | 
Milliners, bo. 3 Z 2 
Tobacconists, &c. ... 5 6 7 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. 4 6 4 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers 5 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—continuwed. 
February. | ended Februscy. 
1900. | 1899. | 1900. | 1899. 

| No, | No. No. No, 

Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- | 

tions—cont. : 

Carriers, carmen, lightermen 2 | 1 5 | 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses 3 1 2 

Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, mings | | 
Furniture “i = one 3 | | 3 
Travellers, commercial, 2 | 3 | 4 | 9 
Clothiers, outfitters,éc. — | 2 | 4 | 
Timber merchants and wood oe | 
Gardeners, florists,&c, «| 1 | 2 
Saddlers and harness makers ... oa | 2 3 3 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors = es? @ | 2 3 3 
Carriage, &c., builders... 1 3 4 
Cattle and pig dealers oe oxi 2 1 8 | 2 
Architects and surveyors ... 2 3 3 5 
Confectioners ae 2 3 2 5 
Merchants 1 3 2 6 
Stationers ... ove 1 1 2 1 
Officersin Army ... 2 2 2 3 
Contractors ove ove 2 3 2 6 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, “ = 1 2 4 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers | 1 3 2 7 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c. | 2g 
Brokers, stock and share . 2 
Restaurant, coffee and 1 1 1 3 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., dealers... 1 1 Le 
Woollen merchants and woe | 1 
Fishing smack owners, and masters... | 1 
Curriers, tanners, and leather atone _ 2 _ 3 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c."'... 1 

Cotton spinners and manufacturers 1 - | 1 
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Countries for which Returns have been received. 


Trade of Foreign Countries. 


I.—IMPORTS. 
Statement of the Imports of Merchandise into the undermentioned 


ending. 1897. 1898, 1899, 
Germany December| Marks 4,680,697,000 | 5,080,646,000 | 5,197,010,000 
Belgium* vase | December| Francs 1,794,542,000 | 1,960,575,000 | 2,107,865,000 
France ... December| Francs 3,956,027,000 | 4,472,552,000 | 4,217,150,000 
Spain* .. December} Pesetas 664,400,000 | 531,984,000 | 862,970,000 
Portugal (8 Months) ... | August ...! Milreis 28,915,000 32,483,000 35,044,000 
Italy (11 Months) November} Lire 1,070,119,000 | 1,282,685,000 | 1,808.572,000 
Austria-Hungary December! Gulden 755,260,000 819,801,000 790,334,000 
United States (12 Mths.) | December| Dollars 742,595,000 | 634,964,000 | 798,845,000 
British India (8 Months) | November| Rupees 43,83,90,000 | 42,94,58,000 | 46,99,07,000 
Canada (5 Months) ...| November) Dollars 50,853,009 64,969,000 74,869,000 
In Pounps STERLING. 
Germany we ve | December 284,035,000 254,082,000 259,850,000 
Belgium* —... December 71,781,680 78,423,000 | 84,814,600 
France December 158,241,080 178,902,000 | 168,686,000 
Spain December 26,576,000 21,279,000 84,519,000 
Portugal (8 Months) ... | August... 6,506,000 7,309,000 7,885,000 
Italy (11 Months) November! 42,804,760 51,807,400 52,842,880 
Austria-Hungary __... | December 62,988,000 68,317,000 65,861,000 
United States (12 Mths.) | December 154,707,000 182,284,000 | 166,426,000 
British India (8 Months) | November 43,898,900 421945,800 48,990,700 
Canada (5 Months) November 10,594,000 12,685,000 16,494,000 


* Value of Principal Articles Imported only, 


|| 
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Trade of Foreign Countries—continued. 


Il.—EXPORTS. 


Statement of the Exports of Merchandise from the undermentioned 
Countries for which Returns have been received. 


Period of | 
Countr’es. Year | 
ending | | 


| 18:17. | 1898. «1899, 


| 
Germany | December Marks 3,634,975,000 | 3,756,566,000 | 3,991,420,000 
Belgium* | December Francs 1,548,027,000 | 1,700,448,000  1,772,397,000 


France ... | December | Franes 3.597,952,000 | 3,510,900,000  3,899,142,000 


Spain* ... | December! Pesefas 801,512,000 792,927,000 710,590,000 
Portugal (8 Months) ... , August... Milreis 17,936,000 | 19,566,000 19,429,000 
Italy (11 Months) | November Lire 989,093,000 1,090,161,000 | 1,188,690.000 


Austria-Hungary ... | December | Gulden 766,244,000 | 807,622,000 928,42) .000 

United States (12 Mths.) | December Dollars 1,099.709,000  1,255,546,000 1,275,500,000 

British India (8 Months) November Rupees 57,71,87.000 70,66,82,000 | 68,61,95,000 

Canada (5 Months) ... | November) Dollars 83,096,000 79,517,000 88,062,000 


In Pounps 


Germany December | 181,749,000 187,828,000 199,571,000 
Belgium* | December 61,921,080 68,017,920 70,895,880 
France ... ... | December! 143,918,000 140,436,000 153,966,000 
Spain* ... | December! 32,060,000 31,717,000 28,424,000 
Portugal (8 Months) ... | August .... 4,036,000 4,402,000 | 4,371,000 
Italy (11 Months)... | November, 39.563,720 43,606,440 | 47,547,600 
Austria-Hungary... | December | 63,854,000 67,302,000 | 77,868,000 
United States (12 Mths.) | December | 229,106,000 261,572,000 265,729,000 
| Re. Re. | Re. 
British India (8 Months) | November 57,718,700 70,668,000 | 68,619,000 
| 


| 
| £ £ £ 
Canada (5 Months) ... | November 17,812,000 | 16,566,000 18,346,000 
| | 


| | | 


* Value of Principal Articles Exported only, 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Annual Series. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price, 
2371 Denmark (1898. Supplementary) ov 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies ove — a 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) ee “ei 24d, 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) ... one <0] 
2375 Germany, Prussian 1897-1900... one ld. 
2376 | Naples (1899) wt 
2377 Hangchow (1898) see 1d. 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) ose Bd. 
2379 | Hiogo and Osaka (1898) vee dd. 
2380 | Venice (1898-99) 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898- 09) 
2382 New Orleans and District (1899) 2d. 
2383 Servia (1898 and 1899)... 


Miscellaneous Series. 
The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued 
in 1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | — | Price. 
519 | Belgiwm.—Flax Industry of Courtrai_... 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law... | Id. 
522 | Russia.—Report on Russian Railways _ ... we! ad. 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued 
this year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
1 Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin . 3d. 


to 


Agreement between the ‘United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ... 4d. 
3 Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th Decem 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 
two countries .. 4d. 
4 Declaration between the United “Kingdom and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg the 
of Trade Marks id. 
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COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


Annual. 


Jamaica 


Seychelles... 
Christmas and Cocos- Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements... 


564° 
No. | Place. | Price. it 
285 1d. a 
| | 
| 
| 


| 
ii 
| | 
| 
i 


